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Amendments to the Claims : 
This listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims : 
1-17. (Canceled) 

1 8. (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method for generating analytical 
information requested by a front-end software application system, invoking e xecution of 
analytical taoks in s e qu e nce, the method comprising: 

receiving [[a]] from a front-end software application system, an electronic request to 
execute [[an]] a preconfigured analytical task; from a front e nd softwa re applioa tieft^ 

determinin g. fr(m task detmition configuration data that define the ^reconfigured 
analytical task, that a predecessor first additional analytical task needs to be executed as part of 
the preconfigured analytical task: b e fore th e r e qu e sted analytical task: 

invoking execution of the first additional predecessor analytical task on a first analytical 
engin e, the first analytical engine being identified bv the task definition configuration data, and 
receiving from the first analytical engine a value for an output field of the predecessor analytical 
task : 

determining, from the task definition configuration data, that a second analytical task 
needs to be executed as part of the preconfigured analytical task, the execution of the second 
analytical task requiring, as an input field, the output field of the predecessor analytical task: 

invoking execution of the second analytical task on a second analytical engine, the 
second analytical engine being identified by the task definition configuration data, sending to the 
second analytical engine the value for the output field of the predecessor analytical task received 
from the first analytical engine, and receiving from the second analytical engine a value for an 
output field of the second analytical task; and 

using the value for the output field of the second analytical task to generate an elecfronic 
response with analytical information, and sending the electronic response to the front-end 
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software application system information g e n e rated from tho ex e oution of tho first additional 
analytioal task to invoke ex e cution of the r e quest e d analytical taslc on a s e cond analytical engine . 

1 9. (Currently Amended) The computer-implemented method of claim 1 8, wherein the 
method further comprises using information contained within the request in conjunction with the 
pr e d e t e rmined task definition configuration data information to determine that the first additional 
analytical task needs to be executed before the r e qu e oted second analytical task. 

20. (Currently Amended) The computer-implemented method of claim 1 8, wherein the 
m e thod compria e s sending a electronic response back to the fi:ont-end software application 
system [[that]] includes information relating to the execution of the first additional predecessor 
analytical task and the r e qu e st e d second analytical task. 

2 1 . (Currently Amended) The computer-implemented method of claim 1 8, wherein the 
predecessor first additional analytical task is a key performance indicator (KPI) lookup task, and 
wherein the first analytical engine is a KPI engine. 

22. (Cijrrently Amended) The computer-implemented method of claim 18, wherein the 
second r e qu es t e d analytical task is a prediction task, and wherein the second analytical engine is 
a prediction engine. 

23. (Currently Amended) The computer-implemented method of claim 1 8, wherein the 
method further comprises using information contained within the electronic request to select the 
first analytical engine to be used in executing the first additional predecessor analytical task, and 
to select the second analytical engine to be used in executing the r e qu e st e d second analytical 
task. 

24. (Currently Amended) The computer-implemented method of claim [[of]] 1 8, wherein the 
first analytical engine is located externally fix)m the second analytical engine. 
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25. (Currently Amended) The computer-implemented method of claim [[of]] 1 8, wherein the 
method comprises: 

determinin g, from the task definition configuration data, that a second predecessor 
additional analytical task needs to be executed before the predecessor first additional analytical 
task; 

invoking execution of the second predecessor additional analytical task on a third 
analytical engin e, the third analytical engine being identified by the task definition configuration 
data; and 

sending using information generated fr-om the execution of the second predecessor 
additional analytical task to the first analytical engine for use in the invok e execution of the 
predecessor first additional analytical task on the first analytical engine. 



26. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable storage medium having computer-executable 
instructions contain e d th e r e in for performing that when executed bv a processor cause a method 
to be performed, the method comprising: 

receiving [[a]] fi-om a front-end software application system, an electronic request to 
execute [[an]] a preconfigured analytical task; from a fi'ont e nd software application; 

determinin g, from task definition configuration data that define the preconFigurcd 
analytical task, that a predecessor first additional analytical task needs to be executed as part of 
the preconfigured analytical task: b e for e th e requ e st e d analvtioal task: 

invoking execution of the first additional predecessor analytical task on a first analytical 
engin e, the first analytical engine being identified bv the task definition configuration data, and 
receiving from the first analytical engine a value for an output field of the predecessor analytical 
task : 

determining, from the task definition configuration data, that a second analytical task 
needs to be executed as part of the preconfigured analytical task, the execution of the second 
analytical task requiring, as an input field, the output field of the predecessor analytical task: 

invoking execution of the second analytical task on a second analytical engine, the 
second analytical engine being identified bv the task definition configuration data, sending to the 
second analytical engine the value for the output field of the predecessor analytical task received 
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from the first analytical engine, and receiving from the second analytical engine a value for an 
output field of the second analytical task; and 

using the value for the output field of the second analytical task to generate an electronic 
response with analytical information, and sending the electronic response to the firont-end 
software application system information g e n e rated fi:Qm tho ex e cution of the first additional 
analytical task to invok e e x e cution of th e r e quest e d analytioal task on a s e oond analytical e ngin e. 

27. (New) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 26, wherein the method fiirther 
comprises using information contained within the request in conjunction with the task definition 
configuration data to determine that the first additional analytical task needs to be executed 
before the second analytical task. 

28. (New) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 26, wherein the electronic 
response back to the front-end software application system includes information relating to the 
execution of the predecessor analytical task and the second analytical task. 

29. (New) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 26, wherein the predecessor 
analjtical task is a key performance indicator (KPI) lookup task, and wherein the first analytical 
engine is a KPI engine. 

30. (New) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 26, wherein the second analytical 
task is a prediction task, and wherein the second analytical engine is a prediction engine. 

3 1 . (New) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 26, wherein the method fiirther 
comprises using information contained within the electronic request to select the first analytical 
engine to be used in executing the predecessor analytical task, and to select the second analytical 
engine to be used in executing the second analytical task. 

32. (New) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 26, wherein the first analytical 
engine is located externally from the second analytical engine. 



